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pleases, a restitution of his goods, seized under the existing im-
posts, on his giving security to abide the issue of a suit at law;
and, at the same time, define what shall constitute treason
against the State, and, by a bill of pains and penalties, compel
obedience, and punish disobedience to your own laws, are.
points too obvious to require any discussion. In one word, you
must survey the whole ground. You must look to and provide
for all possible contingencies. In your own limits, your own
courts of judicature must not only be supreme, but yon must
look to the ultimate issue of any conflict of jurisdiction and
power between them and the courts of the United States."

In prompt compliance with this and other recommendations
in the Governor's message, the Legislature passed acts providing
for the replevin of goods that might be seized under the revenue
laws of the United States; inflicting heavy punishments upon
any persons who might undertake to execute those laws; and
raising military forces to resist the collection of the revenue of
the United States, and to repel any efforts of the General Gov-
ernment to coerce the State into a submission to their execution.
On the 20th of December the Governor issued his proclamation,
giving notice that he was ready to accept the services of volun-
teers for this purpose. Thus the whole revenue system of the
United States was obstructed, and apparently overthrown, in
South Carolina; so that, if these measures were left without
being defeated and suppressed, foreign merchandise, of any de-
scription, could be introduced into the ports of that State with-
out the payment of any duties whatever. No period was as-
signed for the operation of this state of things. Nothing was
left for the United States by this State legislation but uncondi-
tional submission. In an address, however, issued by the Con-
vention of South Carolina to the people of the United States,
they said: " Having now presented, for the consideration of the
'Federal Government, and our confederate States, the fixed and
final determination of this State in relation to the protecting
system, it remains for us to submit a plan of taxation in which
we would be willing to acquiesce, in a spirit of liberal conces-
sion, provided we are met in due time and in a becoming spirit,
by the States interested in the protection of manufactures."

Mr. Webster had to perform a very delicate duty, before the